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Peter Vogel answers a variety of questions centered around
deleting records in subforms, setting the RecordSource
dynamically in a report, and modeling data. He also gets some
help from a reader and tells another to “Just Say No.”

| have a master/detail form. | want to have a button on the
main form that deletes the current record in the subform.
That s, if the user clicks on arecord in the subform and then
clicks the Delete button on the main form, the record the
user selected is deleted.

I don’t have a sample of your database, but one suggestion
that you might want to consider is to put the Delete
button on the subform. I'm concerned that if you put the
Delete button on the main form, the user may think that
clicking the button will delete the master record and its
children, rather than just the currently selected child. One
solution is, of course, to have two Delete buttons (one for
the master record and one for the children), but if you've
done that it seems to me that the right place for the Delete
Child button is on the subform.

After that unsolicited advice, let’s look at your
problem. The first thing that you need to do is gain access
to the properties of the form with your detail records. If
you created the subform by dragging a form onto your
main form, Access will have done three things for you:

1. Created a subform control on your main form with
the same name as your subform.

2. Shoved the subform into that control.

3. Set up the subform’s Master/Child properties to keep
the main form and subform synchronized.

So, to get to the subform, you must go to the subform
control that holds it (which has the same name as the
subform) and then use the Form property of the subform
control to gain access to the form. If your subform was
called frmOrders, then the subform control that holds it is
also called frmOrders. To retrieve the subform’s caption,
you’d use:

Me. frmOrders.Form.Caption
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Now let’s look at deleting the record. There’s
probably a better way to do this, but here’s how I've
handled the problem in the past. The first thing that you
need to know is that the form knows which record is
selected. One place that you can retrieve that information
is through the form’s Bookmark property (another is the
CurrentRecord property). The Bookmark property returns
an internal string that uniquely identifies the record (the
CurrentRecord property returns the position in the
recordset of the current record). Unfortunately, the value
in the Bookmark property can only be used in the
recordset that the form is based on. Even if you issued a
query that returned exactly the same records, you
wouldn’t be able to use the form’s Bookmark.

Fortunately, the form’s RecordsetClone property
does give you access to the recordset that the form is
based on. All you need to do, then, is move the
RecordsetClone to the same record that the form is on by
setting the RecordsetClone’s Bookmark to the form’s
Bookmark. You can then call the Delete method to remove
the record, like this:

Me. frmOrders.Form.RecordsetClone.Bookmark = _
Me. frmOrders.Form.Bookmark
Me. frmOrders.Form.RecordsetClone.Delete

You can’t just use the Delete method with the
RecordsetClone, unfortunately. The current record
recordset for the RecordsetClone property doesn’t
necessarily match the current record for the form. Calling
the Delete method of the RecordsetClone without setting
the current record will just delete the first record in
the recordset.

One other comment: You can make your code
run a little bit faster by setting a variable to point to
Me.frmOrders.Form. That way, VBA doesn’t have to keep
searching through the objects to get to the one that you
actually want (or, more accurately, does the search only
once when you set the variable). In this example, I've also
set a variable to point to the recordset:

Dim frm As Form
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Dim rst As DAO.Recordset

Set frm = Me.frmOrders.Form

Set rst = frm.RecordsetClone
rst.Bookmark = frm.Bookmark

rst.Delete

I should point out that you shouldn’t expect a
tremendous speed gain here: We're talking about saving
milliseconds, not seconds.

If you're going to set a variable to point to the
recordset, you must make sure that you pick up the right
object library. The RecordsetClone property returns a
DAO recordset (not an ADO recordset). In addition, you
must make sure that you have the right version of DAO
checked off in your References list. For instance, with
Access 2002, you must check off Microsoft Data Access
Objects 3.6 in order for the line that sets the rst variable
to work.

This technique works, by the way, even if your
subform is a datasheet. The sample in the Download file
(available at www.vb123.com/kb) uses a
datasheet in the subform.

| have a form whose RecordSource is setfrom a variety of
parameters. Once the form comes up, | want to let the user
print the data using one of several different reports that I've
created. Because the SQL statement in the RecordSource
isn’t fixed, I'd like to be able to setthe RecordSource in my
report from the RecordSource in my form.

Once again, I'm sure that there’s a better way to do this
than the mechanism I'm going to suggest. Among other
things, this method shifts nervously back and forth
between two different ways of working with reports. It
also seems to involve a certain amount of magic.

The first thing that you need to do is open the report
so that you can make changes to it. However, to change
the RecordSource, you must open the report in design
view. To do that, I use the OpenReport method of the
DoCmd object:

DoCmd.OpenReport "rptCustomers", acViewDesign

I'm always suspicious of any method that depends on
using DoCmd because the object started life as a
command to be used in Access macros.

Now that the form is open, you can retrieve it from
the Application object’s Reports collection. Once you’'ve
retrieved the report, you can change the report’s
RecordSource:

Application.Reports ("rptCustomers") .RecordSource = _
Me .RecordSource

Since I'm only going to use the report once, I don’t
bother setting a variable to point to the report. The cost of
setting the variable to point to the report is the same as
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retrieving the report to set its RecordSource, so nothing
would be gained.

Now you need to either have the report print or, if
you want your users to have a look at it before it goes to
the printer, display in print preview. This is where the
magic comes in because I use the DoCmd’s OpenReport
method to open the Report again in whichever mode
I pick (acViewNormal to print or acViewPreview for
print preview). Rather than open a new copy of the
report, Access changes the mode of the report that’s
currently open:

DoCmd.OpenReport "rptCustomers", acViewNormal
or

DoCmd.OpenReport "rptCustomers", acViewPreview

If you’ve switched the report to acViewNormal to
print it, you’ll probably want to close it. If you don’t, the
report stays on the screen in preview mode until your
user closes it—at which point they’ll get a message asking
them if they want to save the changes to the report. The
code to close the report uses the DoCmd object again
and, again, DoCmd magically works with the currently
open report:

DoCmd.Close acReport, "rptCustomers", acSaveNo

I use the acSaveNo option so that the report will be
saved without the updated RecordSource. If you create
the report with its RecordSource set to some default SQL
statement, users can run the report from the database
window without getting an error message. By not saving
the change to the RecordSource, that default statement
won’t be overwritten.

If you do switch the report to acViewPreview, don’t
close the report from your code. If you do, all the user will
see is a brief flash on the screen as your code opens and
closes the report. The sample database in the Download
file sends a boring six-page report to the printer, so you
may want to alter the code before running it.

I have a set of text boxes that the users must enter text into
before saving their record. How can | prevent them from
leaving each text box until they’ve filled it in?

This is a good question and I've got an offensive answer:
Don’t. Unless you have a very good reason for forcing
the users to enter their data in a particular order, why
shouldn’t they enter the text boxes in any order that they
want? I remember one system I saw that did force the
user to enter data in a particular order. Working with one
user, I noticed that she had written a series of entries on
her desk pad. It turned out that, on occasion, she was
assembling the data in an order different from the one
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required by the system. To handle this, she would write
all the information down on her desk pad until she

had a complete set. Then she would enter the data into
the form.

By “a very good reason” for controlling the data
entry, I don’t mean, “I believe (sitting here at my desk
writing the code and not actually having to do my users’
job) that it’s more efficient to enter the data in this order.”
If the order that you want to impose really is more
efficient, your users will figure that out for themselves.
In the meantime, just because you can’t imagine a
scenario when the user would want to enter the data
in some different order, it doesn’t mean that such a
scenario can’t occur.

The only reason that I can think of for forcing the
user to enter the data in a specific order is because data
in the first text box is used to prompt the user on what
to enter in the second text box and it’s unlikely that the
user will get the entry in the second text box right
without your prompt. Even if the data in the first text
box is used to validate data in the second text box, I
wouldn’t recommend forcing the user into a particular
order. You can still cross-validate the data before saving
without doing it on a text box by text box basis. Only
if you're going to provide some positive guidance for
entering the data correctly should you spend the time
to enforce the order of the data entry—and even then,
I'd only do it if I expected my users to need my help
(if, say, they’re getting it wrong more than 10 percent of
the time).

Just to be clear: I'm not suggesting that you don’t
want to edit your data before saving it to make sure that
all the required fields are filled in.

We’ve got an argument going on at my work about the
best table design for a particular problem. We manage
pensions for a number of clients. Most of these clients
work for a small number of employers. This means that the

contact address for many of our clients is the same—it’s the

employer. Should we set up our database to store each
client’s address separately, or should we just point all the
clients for an employer to the same address?

This is a tough question, and I'm not surprised that
you've got disagreement about what the right answer is.
I suspect that there will be some disagreement about my
answer, too.

I believe that the purpose of your data design is to
model the world that your business works with, as your

“Yes,” then I'd store each address separately. If you
answered the second question with a “Yes,” then I'd allow
clients to share addresses.

The second answer can give you the best of both
worlds. If you put the addresses in a separate table
with a unique identifier, then you can use a foreign
key in the employee table to link employees to addresses.
Your user interface would have to give you the ability
to select an address from the table or to add a whole
new address.

To support assigning common addresses, you'll need
some way to flag the “sharable addresses.” One way to do
that, of course, is to add a “sharable” flag to your address
database. However, if the only shared addresses are those
belonging to employers, then I'd use that relationship to
find the sharable addresses. This would mean either
having a table of employers that link to the address table
or (if your employers are just another client in your clients
table) flagging the employers in your client table.

Feedback

A few issues back, I discussed how to create a form that
would expand to reveal more of itself when you clicked
on an “Advanced” or “Details” button (or just “>>").

SEC Gregory Andrews of the Northeast Information
Operations Center at the Devens RFTA, in Massachusetts,

Continues on page 19

business sees it. So, the first question that you need to ask
is, what's the right model for your business? For instance,
do you look at your clients as separate individuals who,
by some cosmic coincidence, all have the same employer?
Or do you look at your clients as groups organized by
employer? If you answered the first question with a
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Access Answers...

Continued frompage 17

sent a follow up e-mail with this suggestion:

“I was recently reading your ‘Access Answers’ column
on expanding and contracting forms in the December
2002 issue of Smart Access. After contracting the form,
you noted that ‘the user can still get to the controls
in thelower (hidden) part of the form by tabbing to
them.” Which is correct.

“But I've used this same method to expand and
contract forms in some of my applications, and I've come
up with a solution that doesn’t allow users to tab to the
controls in the lower part: I use a transparent command
button. For the OnGotFocus property of this transparent
command button, I set the focus to another control on the
form —usually the first control on the form. I adjust the
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tab order of my form so that my transparent command
button is after the last control on the upper part of the
form in the tab order. When users tab through the form,
they arrive at the transparent command button, and are
rerouted to the first control on the form, bypassing the
hidden fields.

“When the user clicks on the command button to
expand the form, I make the transparent command button
invisible, which removes it from the tab order. The user
can now tab through to the lower half of the form. When
the user contracts the form, I make the first command
button visible (though still transparent).

“This is certainly easier than hiding and revealing
every control on the lower part of the form. I've gotten so
much out of Smart Access over the years I just wanted to

add my two cents.” A

DOWNLDAD . AA0403.ZIP at www.vb123.com/kb
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April 2003 Downloads

+  WORKFLOW.ZIP—Mike Gunderloy has provided the sample
afiles that he describes his article on using the Workflow
Designer. This includes the Access Data Project that manages
the SQL Server files, the detached SQL Server files with the
tables that Mike used, and the Data Access Project that
generated the Web pages used in the simplified workflow for
Engineering Change Orders that Mike developed.

+ CRREPOS.ZIP—For his article on integrating the Crystal

m/kb with vouruniaue subscriber user name and password.

Reports Repository with Access, Gord Maric has provided
sample repository database for you to examine. All of the

sample items discussed in Gord’s article (SQL statements,

text, and functions) are in this database.

+ AA0403.ZIP—Peter Vogel has included the sample code
from his “Access Answers” column for this month. Sample
code shows how to delete arecord in a subform from the
main form and setting a report’s RecordSource from a form.
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For access to this issue’s Downloads onlv.click on the “Source Code” button. select the file(s)

you want from this issue, and enterthe User name and Password at right when prompted.
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